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Abstract 

Communication is as old as old as the history of man. Human beings need communication in their daily lives in 

order to sustain their existence, to take decisions and to form opinions that could lead to self-actualization and 

reduce dependence. Effective communication is very importance for the development of any nation and this can be 

achieved through language. Language is the most effective tool for communication and a catalyst to any human 

development right from pre-historic period. English, one of the major languages in the world is adopted by Nigeria 

as her official language of communication. This paper sets out to discuss how English language can be used 

effectively in Nigeria to enhance national development. 
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Introduction  

For effective governance, government and the governed must understand one another and jointly determine the 

goals of the society. Communication is a vital instrument which the government and the governed use to relate with 

one another in order to enhance national development. 

 Effective communication is very important for social cohesion. Mogoi (2000), states that the 

democratization process and liberty of individuals in the context of independence and self-reliance cannot yield any 

fruit without effective communication. All nations of the world are solely depending on effective communication 

network between nations for sustainable growth and transformation.  

 The most effective tool for communication is language. Language can said to be the basis of 

communication and a catalyst to any human development. For a multi-lingual country like Nigeria which has over 

five hundred and thirty (530) indigenous languages, (Bamgbose, 1978), there is need for Nigeria to adopt a general 

language which will be acceptable to all the ethnic groups. Hence, English is adopted s the official language of 

communication. 

The aim of this paper therefore, is to consider how English can be used effectively in communication for the country 

to achieve its goal of development. 

 Briefly discuss the relationship between language and communication so that you can now freely use the 

two terms interchangeably. 

Language is the basic factor of communication. In a community interactions are made possible by the use 

of a common language. The aim of a language is to be able to understand what people say, so it is necessary to have 

a good command of a language in order to communicate effectively.  

 

Definition of Terms   

Communication: - This is defined as a process by which information, ideas and feelings are shared between 

individuals or organizations by means of previously agreed symbols. 

National Development: - National development refers to a process of economic and social transformation within 

countries, which occurs when there is general improvement. National development is also attained when economic 

progress has contributed to a greater sense of self-esteem for a country and the individuals within it.  

The English Language in Nigeria  

The historical account of the advent of the English language in the Nigerian society is diverse. Shobomehin (1999), 

maintains that Christian missionary activities followed by colonialism served as instruments for spreading the 

language in the country. The English language has attained an overall prestige globally. 
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 Another scholar, Brouhton (1978) asserts that of the four to five thousand of the living languages, English 

is by far the most widely used. As a mother language, it ranked second only to Chinese, which is effectively six 

mutually unintelligible dialects little use outside China. On the other hand, the three million native speakers of 

English are found in every continent, and on equally widely distributed body of second language speakers, who use 

English for their day-to-day needs total over two hundred and fifty million. Finally, if we add those areas where 

decisions affecting life and welfare are made and announced in English, we cover one-sixth of the world’s 

population. 

 English being such an important, it is no mistake then that Nigeria adopts it as her official language. As a 

language necessary for certain official, social, commercial or educational activities within the country, English 

deserves serious attention. Bamgbose (1978) opines that the growth and development of the individual Nigerian and 

of the entire community cannot but be dependent on the equitable and optimum internalization and utilization of the 

English language. Furthermore, the more adequate the internalization and the utilization, the more developed the 

individual human mind and his surrounding community become. 

 English is used for diverse purposes in Nigeria. Dan’azumi, Manvwat, Opara and Chingwong (1998) in 

their analysis of the uses of English language in Nigeria observes that proficiency in English language has become is 

a sine qua non to higher education. 

 The English language has become the most important language in the world. It is no less important in 

Nigeria, where it is the official language. This means that it is a language that deserves some serious attention if the 

country is to achieve any meaningful development. 

 

Communication and Government  

The role of communication in national development cannot be overemphasized. Communication is the bedrock of 

human existence. It helps to shape the attitudes, behaviour and morals of individuals in the society. Communication 

has always existed in societies. In earlier societies, traditional methods were used to convey messages from one 

group to another. In modern societies however, technological changes have made communication much more 

complex. 

 Government is the dominant actor in the communication process in Nigeria. This tendency to own and 

control public media of communication in Nigeria may be due to the country’s colonial existence. Abubakar (1997) 

points out that this setting has its attendant problems which range from uncoordinated formulation and 

implementation of National Policy on communication, over reaction of government to media reports and criticism as 

well as the meddling of some government officials into media activities. 

Until the promulgation of Decree No. 38 of 1993, government was the sole owner of the broadcast media. Thus 

‘news’ in the country was seen as account of highly placed government officials. The danger here is that 

communication tends to be unidirectional; were government does the talking while the citizens remain passive 

listeners. Under this dispensation, the public is often uniformed. Members of the target audience, in most cases, 

might not receive the message at all or might interpret it in the light of their disposition. For communication to be 

effective, it has to be a two-way process.  

 It is therefore, necessary that the government takes into consideration the characteristics of its varied 

audience and fashions out ways of securing their attention by introducing some elements of feedback mechanism. If 

development is about mobilizing and realizing and realizing the creative energies and potentials of all the people for 

positive change, there is the need to reorientate and restructure the flow of information as regards the vast majority 

of the Nigerian people.  

 

Communication and Leadership   

There is a strong relationship between communication and leadership. A leader must be a good communicator if he 

is to succeed in mobilizing the people and in making them to accept the hard choices of development. It is through 

communication skills that a leader can convey to his people the programmes and policies of development thereby 

seeking for their support and striking at understanding them.  

 To mobilize the people for development, a leader must possess strong interpersonal communication skills. 

Mazrui (1978), confirms that on the eve of independence, many Africans rose to political prominence partly through 
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the utilization of oratorical skills. Those who rose to the very top as Africa was emerging from colonial rule owe a 

good deal of their success to the gift of the gap in the imperial language. The African presidents were 

disproportionately good public speakers in the language of the colonisers. 

 Suffice it to say that a leader must be versed in the official language of communication. Gbenido and 

Anene-Boyle (2004), in their analysis of the role of English in Nigeria, state that it is the language of politics. Most 

political campaigns and propaganda are carried out using the English language. It is indeed difficult for any 

presidential, gubernatorial pr any other political aspirant who cannot speak English to qualify for nomination. 

 Dan’azumi et al (1998) maintain that English language serves as a language of government. As the 

language of administration in Nigeria, English language permeates the three tiers of government Federal, state and 

local government policies, executive discussions, official publications, proposals and programmes are transacted in 

English language. This means that the person at the helm of affairs of the country must be proficient in English 

language. 

 Source credibility is also very important in communication and leadership. A leader who is perceived as not 

trustworthy, insincere or unreliable may possess great communication skills, but he may unlikely to be successful. 

 Finally, leadership has the responsibility to use communication skills to foster national unity, national 

integration, national development, the building of confidence and a high sense of national esteem among the people.  

 

Communication as a Tool of Education  

It is a well known fact that no nation can rise or develop above the quality of its educated citizenry. This means that 

for any meaningful development to take place, appropriate attention towards the growth and development of 

education is imperative. Maheau (1994), points that lack of education leads to isolation in the world, solitude, 

darkness, impotence. Without command or any means of finding a place if accordance with one’s idea in the 

environment, of choosing one’s own work or of defending one’s right. 

Today, every nation seeks relevance in the community of nations. Relevance in this sense largely implies 

economic and military superiority, since the independence of nations rest on both. Each, however, must be watered 

by education. Education is the springboard to socio-economic growth and development. Every nation of the world 

(from ancient to the modern) has used education to pursue her developmental objectives. 

The global consensus is that education is the process that helps to develop the whole human being 

physically, mentally, morally, politically, socially and technologically. This will enable one to function in any 

society in which one may be. Thus, it is the greatest investment that any nation can make for the rapid development 

of her economic, political sociological and human resources.  

English language promotes the urge for sustainable educational system in Nigeria. This is obvious of its 

many roles. Nigeria, believing that education is the cornerstone for development as ‘an instrument par excellence’ 

for effective development. Egong (1996) asserts that the goals which Nigeria must pursue are quite clearly two. 

There is the immediate goal of economic freedom and the ultimate one of being counted among the developed 

countries of the world. In order to attain the goals of economic planning and prosperity, Nigeria must to certain 

things as a matter of urgency and priority. It must provide free execution at all levels. 

Therefore, for rapid socio-economic development in Nigeria, education is indispensable. Communication is 

an important for the development of education. The need for proficiency in the medium of instruction cannot be 

overemphasized. English is the language of education and proficiency in it is measurable to educational success. The 

National Policy on Education (2004) confers a special status on English language by making it a medium of 

instruction from the upper primary school onwards. Thus, it is a language that deserves some serious attention if the 

country is to make a headway in its quest for an efficient education for national development. 

 

Communication and the National Image  

Communication is an important tool in building image for the country both within and abroad. Nigeria during the 

past military era was portrayed in negative light, especially by foreign media, as a country where nothing work, 

where highly placed persons could do whatever they want without fear, where merit counted for little ad where 

people in public service are always assumed to be corrupt, dishonest and myopic. All these negative propaganda are 

capable of subverting the national psyche and can cause serious harm to the individual’s self-esteem. 
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 Niyiring (2008), asserts that the young people of our society have a lot of problems and challenges. About 

thirty years ago, it would take a person less than six months to get a job. Most of the time, there was a job waiting 

for would be graduates and one had hoped that the government would build on what was already established but 

reversed is the case today. 

 Amidst the on-going crisis, democracy emerges and Nigerians imagined there would be strict adherence to 

the principle of vigorous pursuance of good governance by the electorates, political class and elected 

representatives. How then has the country fared so far under democracy?  

Umoru (2008), maintains that there is no gainsaying the fact that Nigeria today is passing through a 

remarkable phase of crisis; the phase is remarkable, not in terms of the multiplicity of problems are man-made and 

with focused leadership, are easily solvable. Yet, senselessly, the country’s problems linger on. 

The inauguration of the Yar’Adua presidency on 29
th

 May, 2007, closely followed by the proclamation of the 7-

Point Agenda gave a measure of hope to expectant Nigerians. This was against the backdrop of the harrowing ordeal 

the nation endured under the previous regimes, where the national psyche was badly traumatized and battered. 

It is now the responsibility of the media practitioners (who are also major actors in the communication 

process) to thoroughly understand the economic and geopolitical make-up of the country in order to be relevant to 

the national interest. Such journalists should study, understand and relate to the culture, goals, mood and aspirations 

of the citizens. Journalists in Nigeria must therefore, put their country’s interest in mind more than sectional, tribal 

or any interest they might have. 

At this point of the country’s nascent democracy, the nation needs journalists that can recognize the truth 

and tell it without a trait of parochialism, emotionalism or partisanship. They must have the nation’s interest at heart 

and this will help them to discern real stories of progress and accord them due prominence. If this is done, it will go 

a long way to creating a good image of the nation both within and outside. 

 

Conclusion  

It is the view of this write-up that communication is an indispensable tool for motivating and mobilizing human 

resources needed for national development. The nation can rise very high with a second language like English which 

has acquired prestige to itself globally. If the nation is genuinely committed to the ideas of a just and equalitarian 

society, then having English as the official language holds a great deal of promise towards achieving such goals. 

 Communication, the bedrock of development, can be used constructively and instrumentally to create a 

favourable environment for change in the rural and urban areas as well as enhancing the nations’ international 

relations.  

Communication challenges/problems in the nature of interference arise as a result of differences between someone’s 

native language and the second language which he has acquired. Certain phonological, lexical, structural and 

semantic aspects of the mother tongue continue to interfere with the new language. 

 As English is not the mother tongue in Nigeria, for example, we often have some differences with hearing 

and speaking English constructions correctly. 

 One of the sources of difficulty is the fact that English has no sound system of Nigerian languages. Certain 

unimportant sounds have no counterparts in Nigerian languages, with the result that many Nigerians will not 

distinguish between some of these sounds. 

Other challenges facing language and communication as a tool for sustainable national development in Nigeria are 

distortion and misunderstanding, communication gap, and delayed feedback.  
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